
 

Where do they go after St. John’s College, Wau? 
A personal reflection by Dr Susan Mead, Diocese of Southwestern Virginia. Susan 
is a friend of the Poole—Wau Partnership who was one of the first people to stay 
in the Poole Guest House. She lived in Wau in the early part of 2016. 
 
 When I taught at St. John’s 
College for four months in 2016, the 
college was under the direction of the 
Rev. Nathaniel Maral.  

 My connection with Wau stems 
from my friendship with Mariak Chuor, a 
relationship that began in the parking lot 
of a 2011 conference organized by The 
American Friends of the ECS Church in 
Sudan (AFRECS) in Richmond, Virginia. 
Mariak is a former child soldier raised in 
Richmond, and our friendship followed 
and sustained me while I was in South 
Sudan and continues today. By the time I 
arrived in South Sudan, Mariak had 
returned to the country to work on his family farm and to share his expertise in solar technology. He 
offered a week-long seminar at St. John’s College while I was there, teaching simple solar energy 
techniques and leadership strategies and continues this work today, but has added basketball coaching to 
his resume!  

 At St. John’s I taught sociology and peace studies. Since returning to the 
USA, I have witnessed some of the results - the graduation of a theology student 
cohort going on to minister to their own communities. They used South Sudanese 
prayers published in a book I had purchased at an AFRECS conference and used 
in class. One of these students used what he had learned to lead peace 
negotiations that saved lives after a revenge killing. 

 I have also followed a number of other success stories: 

• a St. John’s business programme graduate, made possible through 
sponsorship by Virginia college students and faculty; 

• a St. John’s faculty member who earned his Master’s degree in 
environmental studies, funded in honour of a nationally recognised water-quality 
expert from Virginia; 

• a young man who helped ECSS visitors to Wau day in and day out, now 
advancing his education through a nursing scholarship at the Catholic Health 
Training Institute, but needing help with his food, books, and incidentals each 
month.  

 As opportunities for South Sudanese citizens grow, it is a blessing, though at times overwhelming, 
to facilitate connections between people in the US and these 
promising educational endeavours. 

Dr. Susan Mead is President of Diversity Serves, Inc. and Assistant 
Professor of Sociology at Ferrum College, Ferrum, Virginia, USA. She 
can be reached at svm@diversityserves.org or smead@ferrum.edu. This 
article is an edited version of one that first appeared in AFRECS E-blast 
on 23rd March 2021. It is reprinted by kind permission of Dr Susan 
Mead.  
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They devoted themselves to 

the apostles’ teaching and 

to fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread, and to 

prayer. Acts 2, 42	



	
 

British aid to 
South Sudan 
likely to be cut 
by 59% 
 At the British government’s spending review 
last year, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rishi 
Sunak, announced that the UK would temporarily 
reduce its aid budget from 0.7% to 0.5% of national 
income. It was reported in early March 2021 that 
plans to cut aid to South Sudan by 59% were being 
considered. 

 In recent years, UK aid to South Sudan has 
been invaluable in facilitating local peace-building 
initiatives and work against gender-based violence, as 
well as providing food aid and safe water supplies. 

 The proposed cuts could not come at a worse 
time for South Sudan. A combination of floods, wild 
fires, inter-communal violence and the Covid 
pandemic means that 7.2 million of the population are in severe food insecurity and 100,000 are on the 
brink of famine, according to the World Food Programme. The United Nations has said it needs £1.2 billion 
to help those in greatest need, including 1.2 million children and 500 pregnant or feeding mothers who are 
acutely malnourished. 

 The Archbishop of Wales has joined Christian Aid and 84 other charities in urging the government 
to reconsider the proposed cuts in the aid budget, specifically citing the 59% cut in aid to South Sudan. 

 A group of Conservative rebel backbenchers, including former international development secretary 
Andrew Mitchell and Tobias Ellwood, the Defence Select Committee chairman, have been campaigning to 
reverse the cut in the overseas aid programme, while Liz Sugg, Minister for sustainable development at the 
Foreign Office, resigned in November 2020, saying that abandoning the 0.7% aid target is “fundamentally 
wrong”. In late March 2021, the group were given legal advice that the government will be acting illegally if 
it presses ahead with the cut to the overseas aid programme and were reported to be considering seeking a 
judicial review of the decision. 
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PWP website 
 We hope to be able to launch our own independent website later this year, but in the mean time, a 
recent transformation of the Lytchett Minster Parish Church and St Dunstan’s Upton website has given us the 
opportunity to revise and update the PWP pages there. 

 Here is a link to it: 
https://www.lytchettminsterchurch.co.uk/mission-partners 

 This takes you to the ‘Mission Partners’ page of the church website, and clicking on the PWP link 
there takes you to our homepage with charity details and a brief summary of our aims, together with links to 
the latest newsletter and to updated details of our activities.  

	

Covid news 
 South Sudan has reported 10,267 cases (with 
9,835 patients having recovered) and 113 deaths up 
to 6th April. In Wau, Sika Ahmed Hospital closed for a 
week in February for intensive cleaning, after one 
doctor became ill and tested positive for Covid, and 8 
other staff tested positive. Mary Help Hospital was 
unaffected, as all tests there were negative. Schools 
were closed for several weeks in early 2021, but 
anticipate re-opening in April. 

 On a more encouraging note, the first batch 
of 132,000 doses of the AstraZeneca vaccine arrived 
in South Sudan on 24th March, as the photograph 
below shows. Health workers and over-65s will be 
vaccinated first. 
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Home, beautiful home!  
by Rev Clarice Achieng. In this poem, she is writing to encourage people in the face of current 
troubles to invest their future in their own country rather than wanting to escape somewhere 
abroad. Clarice is married to Bishop Joseph Mamer and was Diocesan Secretary when a group 
from PWP visited Wau in 2013. 
 
Miles away to the west, East, North or South no better place than home, Home sweet home! 
We yawn out every morning as it dawns in to the beautiful sun, rising with freshness, Home sweet home!  
The cock crows, tidbits and caaw caaws. The chicken cluck and sing the egg song, Home sweet Home! 
A walk in to the forest, we connect with mother nature, the birds sing sweetly on the trees, Home sweet 
home! 
Evenings with cows mooing back home while the goats bleat to their shelter, Home sweet home! 
Aunties and uncles value us whether we care for them or not, Home sweet home! 
The place where visitors are considered a blessing, Home sweet home! 
The place where we are babies once again as our parents treat us like babies, Home sweet home! 
The rivers are the swimming pool, we dive with style and out with pride and joy, Home sweet home! 
Market days are a treasure, this is where we meet all friend and relatives, Home 
sweet home! 
Fresh milk, fresh meat, fresh fish no need for a fridge, all are smoked and sun 
dried to preserve, Home sweet home! 
No chemical and preservatives, Home sweet home! 
The cold water from the pot, refreshing and satisfying, Home sweet home! 
Has the glory of home been taken away from us? 
Who robbed us the beauty of home? 
Who snatched from us this treasure of our home? 
Might it be education? 
Might it be civilization? 
Might it be our own denial that we don't belong? 
Might it be the lifestyle that we are living today? 
Remember home is best! Home sweet home. 

Rev Clarice Achieng 
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Holes Bay Walk 2021 
This year’s Holes Bay Walk will take place on Saturday 10th July, within one day of the tenth anniversary of 

South Sudan’s independence. If you have not already put it in your diary, please do so. 

 There will be more details nearer the time, but as usual there will be a choice of 2.5 or 7 mile routes. Our 
intention is to give walkers the option of doing the walk at a time convenient to them during that week, as we 
did last year. 

We hope, however, that it will be possible for walkers to sign in on the morning of Saturday 10th July and 
walk the route with others, and that we will be able to offer a barbecue lunch at the end, as we have done in 
previous years. This does depend on the state of Covid restrictions in July: as things stand at the moment, Step 
4 of the easing of lockdown, which will remove legal limits on social contact, is due to come into effect on 21st 
June, but of course this could change between now and then. 
 


